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ADDENDUM 1: Topics Needing Additional Emphasis 

 

These are several takeaways from my discussions with neighbors which require additional emphasis.  

They are: 

1. This neighborhood complaint has nearly 100% backing from the residents of ‘N. Narrows Dr./N. 

Vassault St.’.  If that is not enough, additional support can be found on the neighboring blocks 

which I did not visit.  The speeding and traffic problem on the ‘N. Narrows Dr./N. Vassault St.’  

affects all who travel it or have to cross it—whether by car, bicycle, foot, paw, or hoof.  I believe 

that a comprehensive survey of all of the surrounding blocks could easily gather as much as four 

times the level of support that I am able to prove at this time. 

 

2. The problem of drag racing is emphasized in the letter, but there is a more general problem with 

speeding.  The average car traveling this street is well over the speed limit.  It is obvious that 

many have figured out that ‘N. Narrows Dr./N. Vassault St.’ is the back entrance to Point 

Defiance, Point Ruston, and the Point Defiance Ferry Terminal.  This “back entrance” comes with 

the added bonus of zero traffic lights—unlike State Route 163 (a.k.a. Pearl St.).  The neighbors of 

‘N. Narrows Dr./N. Vassault St.’ want to emphasize that State Route 163 is a State Highway and 

should [because of its unique construction and setbacks] retain a bulk of the traffic heading to 

the point(s).  Second inline to SR163 should be Ruston Way, but we probably don’t need to 

educate you on the congestion nightmare that has become. 

   

3. With respect to speed humps, the table of signatures, which lists “preferred solutions,” assumes 

“… one hump between N. 26th St. and N. 37th St. AND multiple humps between N. 37th St. and N. 

46th St.”.  As several homeowners pointed out, that does not address problems North of N. 46th 

St.  For that reason, additional speed humps North of N. 46th are probably a good idea e.g. one 

around N. 49th St. and one around N. 50th St. Ct. 

 

4. Again, with respect to speed humps, the residents of ‘N. Narrows Dr./N. Vassault St.’ are 

anticipating a knee-jerk response from the City that the solutions we are proposing would not 

be allowed because ‘N. Narrows Dr./N. Vassault St.’ is considered to be an arterial frequented by 

emergency medical vehicles, etc. [or something to that effect].  We will not accept this as a 

response.  These vehicles are for one . . . designed to hop curbs if need be, would be able to 

easily navigate properly design roundabouts or speed humps, and would have negligibly 

impacted response times due to a couple of roundabouts and a handful of speed humps.   

 

5. Although the focus of our complaint is traffic and speeding, the intersection at N. 46th and 

Vassault St. has been particularly dangerous over the years.  There are a couple of theories 

about this intersection.  The first theory which I believe has some merit is that the evening sun 

(setting in the West) is blinding to many vehicles traveling westbound on N. 46th St.  The blinding 

sun and lack of painted lines on the roadway have caused many vehicles to completely miss the 
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stop sign coming up the hill over the years.  This same problem would exist for a traffic light at 

this intersection.  The second theory is that the hill North of this intersection makes it hard for 

the East-West traffic to see the Southbound traffic.  Cars are described as “appearing out of 

nowhere.”  

 

6. The intersection at N. 51st St. has a sordid past.  It now has a 4-way stop; but, it still continues to 

be a popular spot for “donuts”, “burn-outs”, and near misses due to drivers blowing through the 

stop signs.  According to the homeowners at this intersection, the stop sign for Northbound 

traffic is often never seen or at least seen too late.  The location of this stop sign is less than 

ideal.  It is offset from the street by one bike lane, one parking spot, and a sidewalk.  Just 

guessing, but that’s like 12-15 ft from the road! 

 

7. I’m told there has been at least one bad accident at the new crosswalk connecting ‘Stoneridge 

at the Park’ to Vassault Park.  The common complaint I heard about this crosswalk was that it 

would have been better [for vehicles] had the crosswalk been placed at the intersection of N. 

37th St.—instead of where it is today.  After just having passed N. 37th St. (traveling Southbound), 

or while preparing for the intersection at N. 37th St. (traveling Northbound), drivers are often 

surprised by the location of the crosswalk.  And, doubly surprised if a pedestrian is standing on 

the sidewalk waiting to cross. 

 

8. Although it is not our primary complaint, vehicle and motorcycle noise is a problem on our 

street.  The City has noise ordinances.  We expect them to be enforced.  I am an Engineer by 

training.  I can assure you that there are vehicles and motorcycles generating 110-120 dB going 

down our street.  We are hoping that by addressing the speeding concerns the noise will be 

somewhat mitigated.   
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ADDENDUM 2: Survey Results Summary 

This Addendum 2 briefly summarizes the results of the survey which accompanied this complaint letter.  
Addendum 2 Figure 1 (below) shows a map of the roadway which is the subject of this complaint.  This 
same stretch of roadway is the region which the complaint letter was routed for signatures and which 
the survey results are applicable to. 

The most relevant statistics from this survey are presented in Addendum 2 Figure 2 (on the following 
page). 

Tabular results from the survey have been provided in Addendum 2 Table 1. 

The popularity of the different proposed solutions to this problem have been shown side-by-side 
(graphically) in Addendum 2 Figure 3.  This chart shows clearly the top three most popular solutions to 
this problem (starting with the most popular) are speed humps, roundabouts, and traffic lights. 

   

 

Addendum 2 Figure 1:  Area Associated with this Neighborhood Complaint 
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Number of single family homes having 
property adjacent N. Narrows/N. Vassault St. (from N. 26th St. to N. 51st St.) … 

211 
Number of households that answered the door to a man wearing a face mask … in the middle of a 

pandemic … 

116 
Number of households that were very concerned about traffic and speeding on our street and signed my 

letter … 

115 
Number of households which did not sign my letter (I believe there was a language barrier which 

contributed to this) … 

1 
Percent of households surveyed who want the City to make immediate changes on our street … 

99.1% 
Percent of households preferring more than one solution be used/implemented to solve this problem … 

91.0% 
Addendum 2 Figure 2:  Most Relevant Statistics from Survey 
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Addendum 2 Table 1: Survey Summary Data 
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3 of 17 13 9 10 11 5 5 1       13 
4 of 17 7 4 5 7 4 4         6 
5 of 17 8 1 5 5 2   1       6 
6 of 17 8 7 6 5 3 6 1 1     7 
7 of 17 9 9 5 7 8 6 4       9 
8 of 17 7 2 4 4 3 3 2     1 5 
9 of 17 7 4 1 4 6 6 4       6 
10 of 17 6 3 4 3 5 3         5 
11 of 17 9 6 4 7 2 1 1       9 
12 of 17 9 2 8 4 7 1 5       8 
13 of 17 7 2 7 5 2 3 4       7 
14 of 17 10 7 7 9 5 4 1   1   9 
15 of 17 5 5 2 4 2 1 1       5 
16 of 17 7 4 7 7 5 3 1       7 
17 of 17 3 2 2 3 2 1 2       3 
Subtotals 115 67 77 85 61 47 28 1 1 1 105 
Percentage of 
Households 
Surveyed   58% 67% 74% 53% 41% 24% 1% 1% 1% 91% 
                        
<1> Assuming the obvious options at N. 37th St. and/or N. 46th St. 
<2> Assuming one hump between N. 26th St. and N. 37th St.; multiple humps between N. 
37th St. and N. 46th St.; and, (per neighbor recommendations) multiple humps between N. 
46th St. and N. 51st St. 
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Addendum 2 Figure 3:  Survey Summary Chart 

 


